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Statement of Support

Ambassadors
	Business Name:
	     

	Address:
	     

	
	     

	Ambassadors Name:
	     


Welcome to the Asia Literacy Ambassadors – Partnering Businesses & Schools project and thank you for getting involved. This document outlines the role and responsibilities of businesses and their staff participating in the project. Please read each point carefully. You are required to sign this agreement to register your interest in the project, and by doing so, you agree to all points outlined in this document.
Project Objectives

The objective of this landmark project is to establish partnerships between skilled professionals, from the business sector (Ambassadors) and secondary schools across Australia. Ambassadors assist school leaders, students and school communities to better understand the diverse career and life opportunities available to employees who are knowledgeable about Asia, who speak an Asian language and have the skills and dispositions needed to effectively engage with the people and cultures of Asia, off-shore and domestically.
For the Ambassador and their organisation, this project brings opportunities to:

· mentor students and influence their career prospects and aspirations;
· increase the number of direct links between local business and school communities;
· contribute to an Australian workforce that can maximise the positive work and life opportunities that the Asian region and Asian-Australian communities offer;
· raise the profile of their business/ career path with young Australians;
· connect with and identify young talent; and
· network with members of the Business Alliance for Asia Literacy
.
Commitment Required

Ambassadors and Australian secondary schools are asked to work together to determine the type of partnership that best suits their specific interests, areas of expertise and availability. A suite of suggested partnership activities and accompanying templates/ guidelines is available via a dedicated project website. Ideally, partnering Ambassadors and schools will participate in at least three face-to-face interactions in the school, workplace or other contexts with students, school leaders, teachers, career practitioners and school councils over a six-to-eight month period. That said, the number of interactions and when they occur will depend very much on the availability and goals of the Ambassador and school.
Role of Business

The business sector plays a crucial role in supporting Asia literacy in schools.

Businesses participating in the project are asked to:
· promote the project within their organisation; 

· identify staff with the appropriate skills and dispositions to become Asia Literacy Ambassadors;
· support collaboration with the school community through the provision of time for a minimum of three face-to-face interactions over a period of six-to-eight months
; and
· encourage regular reporting to the wider organisation on the progress of the project.
Role of the Ambassador

The role of the Ambassador is to share their own story and experience of engagement with Asia and/ or Asian-Australian communities to inspire young people and help them see the career and life opportunities that come with being Asia literate. To achieve this, Ambassadors:

· work with their partner school to develop and submit a Partnership Plan to the AEF, prior to commencing partnership activities;

· participate in at least three face-to-face interactions with at least one member of the school community in the school, workplace or other contexts over a six-to-eight month period;

· ensure they have the proper clearances to work in the school and/ or with students;

· submit an Ambassador Profile to the AEF to feature on the project website; and 

· promote the project to colleagues to further engagement between local business and school communities.

Project Support 

The AEF has developed materials to ensure your partnership is appropriately supported. Should any questions or concerns arise, please contact the AEF (see contact details below).
The AEF will also liaise with Ambassadors directly over the course of the partnership to find out how they are progressing and offer any assistance that may be required. The AEF’s contact details are as follows:
Lucy Carroll
Project Manager
(l.carroll@asialink.unimelb.edu.au or 03 9035 5264) 

Emily Bond
Project Officer

(e.bond@asialink.unimelb.edu.au or 03 9035 5714) 

Julia Madden
Senior Project Officer
(j.madden@asialink.unimelb.edu.au or 03 8344 3582)
Privacy Statement

All material received from Ambassadors by the AEF is accepted on the understanding that such material will be used: 

· in administering the project; and

· for the purposes of informing the Department of Education, Employment & Workplace Relations and the public about the outcomes of the project.  
All information collected or created will be treated in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988, which prevents personal information from being disclosed without appropriate consent, unless disclosure is required or authorised by law.

The AEF may publish the names and organisations of project participants for promotion and publicity purposes.
Signing of an Agreement

The nominated Ambassador and business leader must sign and return this document to confirm the organisation’s interest in participating in the project:

Business Leader’s signature
	Signed:      


	Dated:      

	Name (in block letters):      
(Title)
 (First Name)
 (Family Name)



Ambassador’s signature

	Signed:      


	Dated:      

	Name (in block letters):      
(Title)
 (First Name)
 (Family Name)






























� The Business Alliance for Asia Literacy is made up of major corporations, peak bodies including the Australian Council for Trade Unions and Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Australian Industry Group and the Business Council of Australia who represent over 400,000 Australian businesses


� The number of interactions and when they occur will depend very much on the availability and goals of the Ambassador and school
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